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By the Princiles of Kirk Policy, 


The Rigbt of Dominion, &c. is Founded 
upon the Prince's Proſeſſing and Main- 


raining the P rech terian Religion. 


N the late Controverſies betwixt the Con- 
fe emſis and Prestheriauss the former ſeem 
dio have acted very Impoluickly,, in that 
they have levell'd their whale Force againſt the Er. 


boars 7; the Kirk, in Doctrine and Worſhip, and have 
quite over- look d Her Errors in Diſcipline and Felicy. 


erous Poſitions, ſo de- 
ical Eſta- 
bloſonnnty lye Concealed in the Records of General Ac 


this means all their dasg 


_ - ſemwblithy never 10 be produged till the Kirk is in a 
condition to teduce hen Principles to Practice, and 


'd, and 


Synods. 

Our Bieden e e ae Pratye- 
7), have been exceeding tender im touching upon theſe 
Principles;; and the —— ſtill covered, till 


” a proper Occaſion hadcalled them forth, and ripened 


them into the ir nacural Fruit, had not their Teachers 
and Elders made ſore unwary Excurſions, particularly 
when they affitm'd to the QUEEN-in thei Addreſs, . 


Auma 17 8. That their untaunred Leal. in all turns of 
Ar Go vern- u. 


* 


vis preface Phraſe of the Kirk, ro the poſſibility of \performyns 45 
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wr Fein . 
- Government, &c, was the natural cafe of their 


. Blew Presbytertan- . 


their Principles and Practices. 


were formerly eſterxm'd Impedimenta Bellii The hea- 
vy Baggage, kc She never brought 1 into the Field, 
until Matters were diſpos 
 Monarchy-and' Epiſcopary; Principles which She! had 
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known Principles. — — 

This was what occafion'd my firſt ſearch into che Eca 
cleſiaſt ical Policy of the Kirk, in a Paper, call'd, True- 
Kc. which produced a 
Second, cal'd, The Condut# of the Diſſentets of Ite- 
land, Sc, and has ended in this further N ine 


It is matter of no ſmall Speculatian,.. e. to conſi Aer 
with what View theſe Adareſſers in 1708.did point ſo 
directiy to the Pblißital Printeptes of the Kirk, which 


'd-for-a pitch'd Battle with 


x ſome time committed to the Charge and Guardian« = a 

ip of the Covenanters or Cameronians, the forloren 
[do of 'the Kirk- Militant, tobe Re-aſum'd wheth e- 
ver She arrives to a C t Power; or in the 


p the ad | Circamſtontes Wurf y US. TINT OH ug ' 
ciplioe. do not ropoſe in this Paper, 0 D hers . 


} 
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to publiſh) to draw a Brief Sketch of the Kirł Policy, 


er“ as a can bee been fully er * 


Scheme of Eresbyterian Policy, nor toDiſcovergn oe . 
manner (according 'to: their Politieal Hypotheſis) all 
the ſubordinate Orbs of the State are dependent pon, 
and governed by the Primum mobile ot the Kirk, and 
how her unerring Movements muſt rule King, Par- 
Hament, Laws, and all the inferior Planets of che Ci- 
vil Government. This Subject I intend to handle at 
large upon another Occaſion, and only Propoſe now 
(as Prefatory to ſome political Caſes, which I intend 


and to ſingle out this One Poſition, which has never 


There 


+ 


There have been ſeveral Eminent Men, who with 
great Judgment have Expoſed the Principles of Pres. 
byterian Policy, particularly Biſhop Bancroft in his 


dangerous Poſitions, and Biſhop Bramhall in his far 


Warning, which two Excellent Books, I do moſt ear- 
neſtly Recommend to the Peruſal of ſuch who will 
not be at the pains to conſuſt the Acts of The General 
Aſſemblies, where theſe Principles are Drawn in ſucli 


lively Colours, that it is impoſſible for the moſt ex- 


quiſite Hand to give that perfect Image of Them, 
which he may find there: But, ſiuce the Perufal of theſe 


Records cannot be expected trom a common Reader, 


J here pre ſent him with a fhort Abſtra&t of thoſe Vo- 


ſitions, taken from the beſt Authority, except that of 


che Original Acts of the Kirk, viz. from the King's 
large Declaration. And I muſt take leave to aſſure 
the Reader, that I have ſo far Conſulted the Acts of 
the General Aſſemblies, which ſupport Them, chat I 
am able to prove them from the Records of the Kirk; 
and am ready to enter the Liſts with any Advocate 
for Presbytery in the Nation, who will think it ſca- 


ſonable to Diſown any of them. 


A Catalogue of ſome of the Political Principles of the 
Presbyterian Kirk, ſumm'd up in the King's large 

"Declaration, pag. 404. in the following Words. 

The Means whereby they have Perveried Our Peo- 


ple, and continued them in their Diſobedience to Us(1.e. 


King Charles the Iſt.) and Our Laus, bas been their 


| Firange and damnable Poſitions, whereby they have 


Empoyſoned our Subjects: Some whereof We ſhall here 
declare unto you. 


"I" He Parliament can make no Laws at all concern- 
ing the Church, but only Ratifie what the Church 


Decrees: 


© tO A CA — 
a * 


EVI. 


VII. 


Dꝛecress © Tet if the Aſſembly of the Church ſhall pro: 


hibut it, and Repeal that Decree of the Parliament, all 
the Subjects are diſcharged from yielding Obedience 10. 
the Alt of Parliament. | TY RE 
The Aſſembly leaves us no Power at all in Ecclefia- 
ſtical Cawſes, which all Reformed Churches give their 
Princes, according to God's Law. TIE 
The Aſſembly is Independent, either from King, ar 
Parliament, in Matters Eccleſiaftical. "EY 
That in all Matters Determined in an Aſſembly, the 
King is to recerve them as the Son of the (Chur eb; and 
has no further Intereſt in them, tho they be nat Mat- 
ters of Faith, but Matters of Gover nment , and thoſe 
concluded by them againſt Acts of Parliament, Nay, tho 
they concern Secular tiuſineſs, as making of Salt, chan» 
ging of Markets fam one Day of the Week to another,&c. 
It is lawful for dubjects to make a Covenant and. 
Combination without the King, and to Enter into a 
Bond of Political Defence again the King, and «ll 
perſons whatever. wy "IE 0s 3-4 
All Sovereign Authority was originally in the colle- 
cue Body of the People, by them canferr'd, with their 
own Conſent, upon the Prince; and therefore if the Princo 
hall omit to do his Dyty, he either falls from his Right, 
or his Right is Interrupted, until he returns to his Du- 
iy : But that in the mean time, the Sovereign Right 
and Authority doth return to, and remain with the 
People, &c. | 

if ihe King or h Commiſſioner, ſitling in Aſfembly, 
foall deny his Voice to any thing, which appeareth to be 
unjuſt and repugnant to the Laus; yet if that ſhall be 
concluded by moſt Voices of the Aſſembly, then the King 
15 bound, Jure Divino, to ſee all thofe Concluſtons obey'd by - 
all his Subjects, and if the Councelicrs and Juages 10 ; 
refule 


refuſe to do the like, they ſhall be liable to the Sentence 
of Exxcommunication z and ſo be deprived not only of their 
Places, but of their Eſtates. 

An Afembly may abrogate Atts of Parliament, and 
diſcharge Subyetts from Obedience to them, if they any 
way may refiett upon Buſineſs of the Church. 

A Number of Men being the greater part of the 
Kingdom, b:canſe they are the greater, may do any 


thing which they themſelves do conceive to be ccuducible 


to the Glory of God, and the good of the Church, not- 


VIII. 


| 


withſtanding of any Laws ſtanding in force to the con- 


trary ; and that this greater part, eſpecially met in 4 
Repreſentative Aſſembly, ma) without the Authority 


of us, againſt the expreſs Command of the King, and 


the Laws of the Kingdom, chooſe ſome few Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, Miniſters and Hurgeſſes, who under the 
Name of Committees, or Commiſſioners from the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, Hall Sit and Determine of things con- 
cerning the C hurch and State, as if there were net- 
ther A ing, Council, nor Judge in the Land. Thus 
tar the King in his large Declaration. 

To theſe Poſitions I will add one more not men- 
tion'd in that Catalopue, which I intend ſhall be the 
Subject of this Paper, common both to Papiſts and 
Presbyterians, and ia a great Meaſure, the Source of 
moſt of our National Calamitics, vi. By the Fun- 
damental Principles of both Presbyterian and -Popiſir 


Policy, there is no Allegiance due to any Chriſtian Prince 


ah does not profeſs, and will not maintain what either 
call the true Religion. 


That this is a Pop! Principle, I preſume is nei- 
ther doubted by any Proteſtant, or deny'd by any 


Aquin. 2d. | 


Papiſt, except ſome of the Gallican-Charch, being , l a 


maintain'd by their greateſt” Pon Caſuiſts, and con- «8. 3. 
| trm'd - 
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| . firm'd by: ſeveral. Canons of the Church of Rome ; 


* Vid. Buila 
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particularly by that Decree in the great Lateran Coun- 


ci under Innocent the 3d: That an Heretick, tho 4 


King or Emperor, doth by His Hereſy forfeit all his Do- 
minons, From this Principle ſeveral Proteſtant Prin- 
ces of Europe have been Excommunicated by theo- 
Popes, and their Subjects Abſoly'd from their Allegi- 
ance. Of which ſee more in Biſhop Barlou's Re- 
mains in the Queſtion. An Dominium fundatur in 
Gratia ? And in Du Malin's Anſwer to Philanax An- 
glicus, &c. throughout. Si W 

WM hen the firſt Reſor mers began to fly from Rome, 
ſome ſeem'd to move in a direct Line, others in a Cir- 
cular; the latter however contrary they might proceed 
at firſt, ſoon return'd to the Point frem whence they 
ſer cut, and this I take to have been the Caſe of the 


8 ® 


Presbyterians, with reſpe& to their Politick Princi- 


ples, and particularly to this one, in which it is ma- 
nifeſt they entirely agtee with the Papils. 

In Order to open my way towards this Diſcovery, 
it is neceſſary I remove what may be Objected from 
the apparent Inconſiſtency betwixt this Prſution , and 
the preſent behaviour of the Presbyterians. In order 


to which, I am to Inform the Reader, That the Ks 


has done it to my Hand, and fully Reconcil'd this 
ſeeming Inconſiſtency in her Preface to the Se- 
cond Book of Diſcipline; where She tells us, Tow are 


bee to the 2d fo diſtinguiſh betwixt the Kirks Purpoſe and Intention 
Book of Di- 
? ſcipline. 


in every thing, and the poſſibility to perform as Circum- 


ſtances concur. The true Comment upon which Text 


is this; You are to conſider the Kirk in her Staiu Tur- 
bato, which I interprete her State Couchant, and in S$ta- 
iu Pacato, i. e. in her State Rampant, ( if I may be 
permitted to uſe Expreſſions, which may ſeem Judi- 


crous, for the ſake of their greater Propriety.) The 
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The Kirk in her State Couchant, may be ſaid in 

ſome reſpect to refemble Sampſon without his Hair i. e. 

deprived of her Strength, and unable to break the 

Withs and Cords of the Laws with which ſhe is bound, 

and therefore is obliged to lye Paſſive till her Mem- 
bers grow, wherein her Strength lyes. 

But in her State Rampant ſhe may be compared to 
Sampſon with his Hair full grown, i. e. with a com- 
petent number of popular Reformers, equal to break 
thro' any Eſtabliſhment, which may obſtruct the pro- 
greſs of her Reformation. i 

This being Premiſed, what There undertake to prove 
is, that whenever the Presbyterian Kirk arrives to that 
plenitude of Power, which She claims as Inherent , 
(and we muſt preſume She is ever preſſing towards it) 
She is oblig'd to Maintain and to Act purſuant to this 
Reforming Principle, viz. That a Prince, who 1s not 
a Profeſſor and Maintainer of Presbytery, has no Right 
to the Allegiance of his Presbyterian Snbjetts. 


Faulis in his Hiſtory, pag. 42. informs us, That Paulis bi 
& Loyola, the Founder of the Jeſuits, and Calvin the P*s: #* | 


* Founder of Presbytery, ſet out the ſame Year, 1541. 

* and that their Followers never reſted, till by their 
« joint Endeayours they Subverted the Famous Church 
f England in the exact Completion of One Cen- 
© ur), viz: Anm 1641. which was in a great mea- 
ſare due to this Religious Principle, common to both, 
that Dominion was Founded, in what Each call The © 
True Religion. 

That this Poſitron was ſtrenuouſly Maintain'd by the 
Firft Presbyterian Reformers in Scotland, is manifeſt 
from all the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians of that Church, 
particularly from Knox and Spoſſwood; what the lat- 
ter tells us, is to this purpoſe, 
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2 ©* At an n Aſſembly Held at Edenburgh, 14564. they 
2 pes e ( i. e. the Presbyterian Refor mers. Petition'd the 
ad. p. 21.“ Queen Regent, that the Maſs ſhould be Repreſs'd, 
« as well in Her Majelty's own Perſon and Family, 
| « as among Her Subjects: And, when Her Majeſty 
1 « Deſired Her Loving Subjects, who had Experience 
of Het. Goodneſo, that they would not urge her to 
c any thing that ſtood not with the Quietneſs of her 
& Mind. John Knox and his Follauers took an Oath 
c of Confederacy, . and the. Nobility were comman- 
&« ded to join with Them, under the Penalty of Ex- 
1 communtcation. And accordingly there was a Letter 
Written by them; That if She hindred their Refor- 
« mation, they ſhould be compelled to take the Sword 
© of Violence. And when the Lords had it under De- 
ce liberation, whether they ſhould Depoſe the Queen- 
« Regent, they Conſult the Miniſters , particularly 
& }illex and Knox, and both Reſolye the Queſtion ta 
«© the Lords, that She may and ought to be Depoled; 
& and one Reaſon given is, becauſe She was a Main- 
pag. 137. © tainer of Sup:rſtition. About the ſame time, the 
| following Poſitions were advanc'd. by Jobn Knox the 
Great Reformer of Scotland, which have been fo apt 
to Shoot up into Rebellion in every Reign ſince that 
Reformation. 
| Knox Ap- Fit. That the Nobility and Commonality ought 
ation, p. ( to Reform Religion; and in that Caſe may remove 
2 % ( from their Honours, and may puniſh ſuch as Gon 
& hath Condemned, Deut. 12. of what State and Con- 


ag. 265. 


0 « dition ſoever. 

| Knox to Secondly. *© That it is not Birthright only, nor Pro- 
1 % pinquity of Blood that maketh a King Lawfully 
; ce 2 Reign above a People profeſſing Chriſt Je- 
. " us. 

| 4 Third. 
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. Thirdly, « That if Princes be Tyrants to Gop and 
&« his Faith, their Subjects are ſreed from their Oath 
e,, hoe Es . 

. Fourthly. © That the People may Atraign their 1b. p. 54. 70 
6e Prince, the Miniſtry may Excommunicate Hine; beef. 
% and who by that Excommunication is caſt into Hell, Sam 40 
e js not worthy to Enjoy auy Liſe upon Earth. — „ 

| | | | lib. 1. 

FTheſe Doctrines, (ſays Faulis in bis Hiſtory, , | 
where he reckons up theſe very Principles among ſt o. Hi. al 
ce thers) John Knox printed at Geneva, July, 1558. pag 43. 
from whence he ſends them into Britain, to move the 'i 
People to Rebellion. | 

Thus far you have the Sentiments of the 1ſt. Presòy- 
terian Reformers in Scotland, with Reipe&to this Prin- 
ciple, that Dominion in the Prince, and Allegiance 
in the Subjects, is founded in his Profeſſion of the 
true Religion, i e. according to them in Presbytery. 

Lou are next to ſee. in what manner this Principle Was 
adopted by the whole Kirł, and proved the Source of all 
out national Calamities, from the Lear 38. till the 
Reſtauration of K Charles the IId. in which Enquiry, 
T intend to charge Her with what I have Col- 
lected out of authentick Records, the publick As of 

General Aſſemblies, Synods, and Presbyteries. 
And 1ift. In the Declaration of the General | 
Aſſembly, dated July the zoth, 1648, and Entred in | 
the Acts of that Aſſembh, pag. 384. the following | 


Paragraph amongft others of the like nature, is ex- 

preſly ſer down. * 3 

Neither can we conceive how the Clauſe con, d Ag. 
: . ke en Aſſem 

** cerning the Extirpation of Prelacy can conſiſt with p. 33. 

« end eavouring to bring his Majeity (i. e. K. Ch. 1ſt.) 


with Honour, Freedom and Saſet y, to one of his own 
| « Houſes 


1 


l 


| 1b p. 408. 


Houſes in or about London, without any Security had 
from him for the Abolition of Prelacy, it being his 
&© known Principle, and publickly Declared by him- 
« ſelf ſhortly after he went to the Iſle of Wiebr, that 
« he holds himfelf Obliged in Conſcience, &+c, to 
& Maintain Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. and can it be 
« ſaid, That they are Endeavouring to Extirpate 
© Prelacy, who after ſuch Declaration, would put in- 


| © to his Majeſty's Hands, an Opportunity to Reſtore 


it ? | 1 

Secondly. In the Exhortation of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, to their Brethren in England, Enter'd in the 
Acts of the Aſſembly, pag. 408. they ſay. 

« As we donot Oppoſe the Reftauration of Your 
+ Majeſty, (i. e. K. C. 1ft.) totheExerciſe of your Royal 
« Power, ſo we muſtneeds Deſite, that that which is 
* God's may be given unto Him in the firſt place; and 
that Religion be ſecured before the Settling any hu- 
*« man Intereſt: And ſo we now, for our Selves make this 
* Humble Addreſs to Your Majeſty, intreating Your 
*+ Majeſty, that You would fuffer your ſelf to be poſ- 
* ſeſſed with Right Thoughts of The Solemn League 
« and Covenant, and give your Royal A ſent for Eu- 
“ joyning of it in all your Dominions: And if your 
«© Majeſty ſhall noc ſearch out, and Repenr of all your 
* ſecret and open Sins, &. and hrarkeo to us fpea- 
* king unto you in the Name of the Lord, & c. by 
this means Your Mejeſty may be yet Reſtored, c. 
© Gop forbid that Your Majeſty ſhould any longer 
«« Deſpiſe the Mord of Exhortation, . &c, for it 
« Your Majeſty do ſo, as we are afraid all Councils 
* and Endeavours for Your Majeſty's Re-eſtabliſh- 
« ment, ſhall be in Vain, &c, ſo we ſhall Mourn in 
* ſccrer for it, and for all the Miſeries that are like- _ 
* 1y to come upon Your T hroneand Dominion, From 
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From theſe publick Acts it is plain, that the Aire 
did not judge it lawiul to admit the King to the ex- 
erciſe of his Royal Power before he ſhould Swear to the 
Extirpation of Prelacy, and the Eſtabliſhment of Pres- 
'bytery, altho*at the fame time they allow, that his Ma- 
jeſty, bound in Conſcierce to Support the Epiſco- 

| Government of the Church. 

Thus far you have the ſenſe of the General Aſſem- 
bly, with reſpect to this Paſilion in the Reign of King 
Charles the Iſt; You are next to ſee in what 
manner they Maintain'd it in the Reign of King 
Charles the IId. And that will appear; iſt, From 
the Declaration of the General Aſſembly, Dated July 
27th. Anno 16449, called, deaſonable Harning, and Re. ibid. p. 452 
corded in the Acts of the Aſſembly, pag. 450. where g 
the Kirk makes this frank Declaration to the whole 
Kingdom of Scotland. 1 
e hold it the Duty of all theſe ho live in this Land, 

Kc. to be willing upon Satisfaction given, to admit him 
i. e. King Charles the IId. to the Exerciſe of his Po-. 
er; &c. But if His Majeſty, or any pretending Power, 
or Commiſſion from him, [ball Invade this Kingdom 
upon pretence of Eſtabliſbing him in the exerciſe of his 
Royal Power, as it will be an high Provucation- againſt 
God to be acceſſory, or aſſiſting thereto, ſ will 14 be a B 
neceſſary Duty tooppoſe or reſiſt tbe ſame, &c. it is conſiſtens 4 
to Scripture, and Reaſon, and the Lats of the Kingdom, 
that they ſhould reſuſe to admit him to the exerciſe of his 
Government, until he give Satisfattion in thoſe things: 
It were a manifeft Breaclr of Covenant, and preferring 
the King's Intereſt, to the Intereſkof Jeſus Chriſt, to bring 
him to the ſccerciſe of his-Royal Power, which he walk- 
ing in a contrary way, cannot but employ to the prejudits 


and j um of Goth, 
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1 
. f. 460. K ing himſelf, from the General Aſſembly, Dated Au- 


A Second Inſtance is from a Letter. Written to the 
# 
4 guſt the 6th. 1649. and Recorded in the Acts, p. 480. 
It is high time (ſay they to the King) to fall down 
before the Throne of Grace, &c. 10 kiſs the Son of God, 
by contributing your Royal! Authority for the Eſtabliſb- 
ing in all your Dominions, the Reformation of Religi- 
on, &c. and alſo laying aſide the Service-Bock , and 
Conforming your own Fractice and the Worſkip of God 
in your Royal Family, with the holden Truth from the 
Word of God in the Directory of Wor ſip ;_ and not on- 
ly grant yeur: Royal Approbationto the Covenant, with- 
out which Tour People can never have from you ſuſſici- 
ent Security, either for Religion, or their juſt Li- 
berties, but your Self to Join with your People therein, 
as the greateſt Security under Heaven for your Perſon 
and Juſt Greatneſs, & c. But if your Majeſty ſhould go 
on in refuſing to hearken to wholſome Councils, we muſt 
tell your Majeſty, that the Lord's Anger is not turned 
away, but his Hand is ſtretched ſtill out againſt you, and 
your Family : But we hope, that when there is a Door 
i opened to your Majeſty, to Enter to your Royal Govern- 
| ment over us, you will not ſuffer your ſelf to be ſo far 
I abuſed and miſled, as to take away of Violence and Blood, 
| From theſe Records it appears to be a Fix'd and Sta- 
| ted Principle of the Kirk, that the King muſt either 
5 profeſs himſelf a Presbyterian, or be for ever ſbut- out 
om his Royal Authority. No medium betwixt his 
„ Excluſion and Converſion; nor any Door left open for 
| his Entrance into his Throne, but the Door either of 
# Presbytery, or of Blood and Violence. | 
i After the Reſtauration of K. Charles the IId. when 
| the King had reaſſumed ſeveral Branches of his Roy- 


4 al Prerogative, whereof the Kirk had deprived bi, 
| this 


this Peſſlion began to lye cloſe for a time, waiting 
to break out whenever Circumſtances fbould concur; as 
they did upon the following Occaſion. 

During the Arbitrary Power of the General Aſſem- 
H, in the period betwixt, (38.) and the Reſtaurati- 
on of King Charles the IId. the & ir had by her ſole 
Authority deprived the Heritors of Scotland of their 
right of Patronage, of which they were Poſſeſs'd by 
the Laws of that Nation. This Grievance was com- 
plained of in one of the Firſt Parliaments after the Re- 
flauration, in which an AC palſs'd, Reſtoring, or ra- 
ther Confirming the Heritors in the Right ot Patron- 
age, and depriving ſuch ( Intruders as they were call'd} 
who poſſeſs d thoſe Livings by Right of the Kirk. 
Theſe deprived Miniſters were the Leaders of thoſe 

Remonſtrators, or Covenanters, who Rebell'd in de- 
fence of Chriſt's Kingdom; and notwithſtanding the 
Inability of the Kerk to defend their Inherent Right, 
and reſolved rather to Die, than give up any point 
confirm'd by. the preceding General Aſſemblies. Theſe 
were the Champions of the Kirk- Militant, who main- 
tain d the True Presbyterian Principles, and whom their 
Moderate Brethren Occaſionally deny'd , but conſtantly 
eſpous'd when they q ucceeded, and Canoniz'd as Martyrs 
when flain in Rebellion. It is evident that theſe Suffer- 
ing Jamts were the Orthodox and True Fresbyteri- 
ans, differing from their Occaſional Brethren , rather 
in exceſs of Courage, and defect of Prudence, than in 
any one either Political or Religious Principle ; and 
that many of them died Martyrs to this very Doctrine, 
That Dominion is Founded in Presbytery, preferring e- 
ven Death to their praying for King Charles ihe IId. 
which point of Hiſtory, it is preſumed," is too noto- 

rious to be Deny'd, | ” 


Upon 


— — ů 


— — 
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sole, p. 450. may be judged, when he affirms that the Mem- 
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Updn the Defeat of the Covenanters at Pentlandi 
Hills and Bothwell Brigg, the Kirk was in her Main 
Turbato, till about the Year 1687. at which time that 
fiery Meteor, which ſeem'd fallen to the Earth, was 
again drawn Up and kindled by the Heat of the Sun, 
when King James the IId. had indulged the *Presby- 
ter ians of Scotland, by diſpenſing with the Penal 
Laws. About this time there aroſe in the Kirk 
that great Light Mr. Shields, who revived this 
Frinciple to its fall Vigour, for which (it is very 
remarkable) that bold Aﬀertor of the Right of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, inſtead of being Cenſur'd by the Kir, 
was receiv'd a Member of the General Aſſembly ; after 
the Revol4tion, made-Chaplain to a Regiment in Han- 
ders, and employ'd i in the moſt Important Affaits of 
the Kirk. 
How. far Me. Shields: advanccs this Poſs tion, 


bers of the Presbyterian Kirk ought rather to chooſe 
Death, than to pray- for an uncovenanting King. 
Eicher, God Save the King, ſays he, is a Prayer, or 
ce tt is not, If it is not, it muſt be a dreadful Pro'a- 
nation of the Name: of God to be commanded to 
t ſpeak to him, and vet net pray: If it be a Prayer, 
© we would expect another way of dealingawithus, if 
* .they really deſired the Benefit of our Prayers, than 
i a threatning us with Death, it we did not; and if 
* they did deſire it, as Darius did. that we mig hi off ex 
& Facriſices of ſweet Sauour to the God of Heaven, 
*« and pray forthe Lifeof the King and of his Sons, Fra, 
% 6. 10. We could not refuſe. to pray.tor him, fo far 
as might conſiſt with the Prayer of the. ſame Da- 
*« rius. in the ſame Decree, werſ..:12. That God may 
2 * deſtro) a'l Kings and People, that ſhall pus to * bard 
«hard .. 


* 


« hand, to alter and to defiroy the Hauſe of God. We 
* can pray, no Prayer inconſiſtent with this, and yet 


« to pray That God would Save the Ning, and yet 


% deſtroy all Kings that put to their Hand againſt bis 


« Houſe, were to pray Contradictions. But they 
© know they deſerve no Prayers, and muſt force them 


if they get them. He ſays further, 


Pag. 410. We are obliged in the 3d Article, 
70 f. e. of the Covenant to preſerve the King's Au- 
« thority in the Defence and Preſervation of the true 
« Religion, and therefore all Allegiance that we can 
e own to any Man, muſt ſtand thus perpetually 
qualified. 
This Conſtruction given by Mr. Shields is, the 


genuine Senſe of the Third Article of the Cove- 


nant, and was ever ſo taken, not only by their pri- 


vate Commentators, but in all the Acts of the General 


Aſſemblies, which had any Reference, cither to the 
Covenant itſelf, or to the Subject matter thereof. 


And therefore this Author ſpeaks a know Pres- 


| byterian Axiom, when he ſays; It is clear from the 


© Form, the Object, and from the ends of the Cove- 
« zant, which are all moral and of indiſpenſible Obli- 


« gation ; that it is of perpetual and unalterable bin- 


ding Force, obliging the preſent and all future Ge- 
© nerations. TT 

You ha ve ſeen in what manner this poy ſonous Weed 
was Planted in the Kirk; how it has been prun'd and 
cultivated, until it ſhot up to its full Growth, berwixc 
the Year 1638 and 60; our Anceſtors have too often 
taſted of the bitter Fruit it bore, and how far this Ge- 
neration has Reaſon and prepare Antidotes againſt it, 
may be judged from the following Fact. 


E VVhea 
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When the A& of Parliament had ipaſs'd in Great 
* Britain, Enjoining both Presbyterian and Epiſco- 
8 pal Miniſters in Scotland to take the Oath of Abjura- 
8 tion, the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly at E- 
ii dinburgh, were pleas'd to remonftrate againſt it in an 
bi humble Addreſs to the Queen, dated May 1712. in 
. the Words following. PEEL. 

WU pi. a9. Wie cannot (ſay they) difſemble with your Majeſty, 
el. tothe that there remains 4 Scruple with many, as if the Con- 
I! Ween om tions mention d in the Acts of Parliament, eſtabliſing 
ain of The Succeſſion, referred to by the Oathof Abjuration, 


| end, May were to be under ſtood as part thereof, and that to ſwear 
712. to ſome things in thoſe Conditions, is ugg conſiſtent iti 


1 "i 
| our known Principles, &c. 


Now to let you into an important Secret, which 
the Sommiſſion of the General Aſſembly ſeems: to 
conceal, by referring the Queen to Clauſes in Acts of 
Parliament not expreſſed ; it is neceſfary, That I let 
you ſee both the Oath of Abjuration, and the Con- 
ditions mention'd in the Acts of Parliament referred 


. to in the Oath and from theſe we fhall be able to 
„ gather what this Principle may be, which is incon- 
li ſiſtent with that Oath, and the Conditions referred 
i to therein. 6 ; 

e 0.4 , Iſt. The Oath of Abjuration tuns in theſe Words 


r Abjurati- 4 do faithfully promiſe and Swear, to Support, Maintain 
[2% and Defend, the Succeſſion of the 'Crown againſt bim 
Pl the ſaid James, and all other Perſons whatever, as the 
fame is and ſtands ſettled by an Act, Entitled, An A& 
_ declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 
and ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown, &c. And 
by another Act, Entitled, An A& for the further Li. 
mitation of the Crown, as it ſtands Settled and Ena- 
acd ater the Deceaſe of her Majeſty, &c. 


Secondly. 


10 

Secondly; As to the Conditions referred to in 
the Oath, and excepted againſt in the Addreſs, Ihave 

with the greateſt Care peruſed both the Acts of Par- 
liament therein mention'd, and cannot diſcover any 
Condition in either, which can be conceived incon- 
fiſtene with any one known Principle of the Presby- 
terian Kirk; except the following Clauſe, vis. 
And whereas it is requiſite that ſome further Provi- 
ſion be made for ſecuring our Religion, &c. from and 


after the Death of his Majeſty, &c. Be it Enactea, that n. — 


whoſoever hall hereafter come to the Poſſeſſon of the 
Crown, ſhall join in Communion with the Church of 
England 2s by Law Eſtabliſb'u. f 

Now Idefire any unbyaſs'd Reader to compare 
what J have offered in the Courſe of this Argument, 
with the Reaſon given by the Commiſſion of the Gene- 


Vid. AR fo 
the further lid 
mit ation of 


Ce. 


ral Aſſembly for their Refuſal of the Oath of Abju- 


ration; I deſire he may conſider the Condition re- 
ferred toin the Oath, and their Exception to the Oath 

reaſon of that Condition, and then let him ſay whe- 
ther the known Principle declared by them inconſi. 
{tent with that Clauſe, may not with great Reaſon be 
judged this, viz. That Dominion is founded in Presby- 


tery, or inthe Princes profeſſing and maintaining the 


Presbyterian Religion. | 

Jam in no pain for any Evaſion: the Kir of Scotland 
can make to this Charge, and it is probable they will 
not be too ſollicitous to clear themſelves from what 


is ſupported by ſo many Acts of General Aſſemblies; 


I have purpoſely declin'd preſſing this Poſitin upon 
them, from their Practice, by ſhewing in what man- 
ner they have ſpitited their People into Rebellion and 
ied them onto Fight the Lord's Battles, as they phras'd 


it; againſt Uncoyenaming . Tyrants. . Theſe Facts 


have 
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have been ſo frequent and notorious, that they might 
be ſufficient to diſcover and prove the Principle; but 
ſince that is done from authentick Records of the 
Kirk, I take it not to be nectſſary to prove this Po- 
ſition ſtom its natural Conſequences. 

Thus far touching the fitſt tiſing of this Meteor in 
the KiK of Scotland, and the Progreſs it made thro” 
that Kingdom, from the begining of the Reformation 
{till this time. I will next purſue it in its Courſe from 
Scotland to Ireland, and ſhew in what manner it ſhed 
down.its fatal Influence upon theſe Regions thro' which 


it paſs'd, portending Rebellion, War and Deſolation. 
This Principle of il the Kerk of Scotland concludes alſo 


apainſt the Kirk of Ireland, they being without Diſ- 
pute, the ſame in all Points of Doctrine, Diſcipline 
and Government , nor are we without pregnant Proof 
from Ancient and Modern Records, to fix upon them. 

For iſt. In the Petition of the Northern Profe ſſors 
of Ireland, to the General Aſſembly of Scotland, da- 
ted May 1644: they expreſs themſelves in theſe 
Words : ¶ ben the Jolemn League and Covenant was 
preſented to the Regiments, we made bold to lay hald 
the Opportunity, and chearfully and unanimouſly 
joined our ſelves thereunto. Now the 3d Article of the 
Covenant obliging their Allegiance only to a Fresch - 
terian Prince (as before explained, ) the ſame Argu- 
ment concludes againſt them that did againſt the Kirk 
of Scotland. 

2dly, Theſe Iriſh Presbyterians have in the ſame 
Petition diſcovered the natural Effects which this 


Ib, 214 Principle has producd amongſt them, wiz. That they 


were nothing ſhaken in their minds with the odious A- 
Herſions of Sedition, Combination againſt the King, and 


Overthrow of the principal Laws with which our Co- 
venant 


WE 

Venant is branded. All which Loyal Reſolut ions pro- 
ceeded from the King's not taking the Covenant, and 
Swearing to profeſs and ſupport Pregbytery. 

3dly. The Declaration of the Presbytery, Convened d the 
at Bangor, near Belfaſt, in 1649. is expteſs in this point, LY 
wherein all their People, are Commanded under the wy of Kas- 
Penalty of Damnation, neither to be aiding nor al- $549: | 
filing to the Marquiſs of Ormonde, the Lord of Ards, | 
or any acting by Commiſſion under King Charles 
the IId. or to Supply them with Money, Men, cr 
Victuals. For which, the only reaſon pretended in 
that Declaration is, Becauſe his Majiſly, that is, King 
Charles IId. as yet reſuſeth, to give any Satis/atfion in V4 Bees 
Religion, unto the juſt Deſires of the Kingdom of Scor. Pecaten. 
land, Tea, his Conceſſions, are leſs than thoſe Granted 
by his Royal Father, which yet are Declared by the 
Church and State as unſatisfafory. 

Now it is paſt Diſpute, that the Reaſon why K. 
Charles the Iſt. was Excluded from his Royal Pow- 
er was, becauſe be refuſed the Covenant : And yet the 
Satisfaction which the Kirk Demanded from King 
Charles the IId. was not only to take the Covenant, 
but the following Oath, which they Impos'd upon him 
in Scotland, as the ſole Condition of his Reſtaurative. © 


Aſſure and Declare, by my Solemu Oath, in the pꝛeſence of 
Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, My Allowance and 
App2obation of the National Covenant, and of the Solemn League 
gud Covenant, above Wzitten; And faithfully Obiige my Self ta 
Pꝛoſecute the Ends thereof in my Calling. And, that J foz mn 
Self and Succeſſozs, shell Conſent and Agree. to all Acts of Par- 
liament, Enjopning the National Covenant, and Solemn League 
and Covenant; And fully Eſtablishing P:esbyterian Government, 
The Directozy fo: Wozship, Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms 
in the Kingdom of Scotlaad, aß they are Appꝛoven bn the Gene- 
a ö ral 


[| CHARLES King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Do 


ET 

ral Aſſemblies of this Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdom And 
that J shall give mp Nopal Aſſent to all Acts and Ezdinances of 
Parliament. Paſſed dz to be Paſſed, Enjoyning the ſame, in mp o- 
ther Daminions; And, that J shall obſerve theſe in my own Þza- 
ctiſe and Family, and shall never make @ppofition to anp of thrſe, 
oz endeavour any Change thereof. | 


A 4th. Argument to prove this Poſition upon the 
| Kirk of Ireland, is the Harmony with which theſe 
4 Holy Siſters have Acted with reſpect to the Oath of 

2 | Abjuralion. | 
a When that Oath was Enjoyned by AZ of Par- 
; liament in Ireland, ſeveral Presbuierian Teachers 
of Ulſter, in Conſort with their Brethren in Scotland, 

abſolutely refusd it; and in this they were Supported 

by the whole Body of the Northern Profeſſors, in ſo 
| avou'd and inſolent a manner, that the Houle of Lords 

l of Ireland thought it neceſſary 10 Repreſent it to the 

I via. C6ng, Veen as a National Grievance, To this the Nor- 

I frhe DA. p. hern Diſſenters Remonſtrate, and make the 

ip following Apology for their Nonjuring Teachers, in 

1 their Agdreſs to the QUEEN, 1712. Viz. That they 

i ſcrupled at ſome Expreſſions in the Oath. It ſeems they 

u Add. did not enter fo far in that matter as heir Brethren in 

in. 1712. Scotland had done; and therefore leave what the Com- 

1 miſſion of the General Aſſembly had ſaid to explain their 
t Meaning. Now, I deſire our Non Furers, or any of 

5 their Abeltors, to ſay, which of the tuo following Rea- 
1 ſons they will ſtand by, for the refuſal of the Oath of 

vl Abjur ation. | 

. Is it becauſe they are really Jacobites? Or that the 

' V4, Con- Clauſe referred to in the Oath limiting the Crown to 

1 a that Prince who ſhall join in Communion with the 

Church of England, i contrary to their Principles. 


The 


. 
'F 
1 
1 
1 
I 


#24 


The firſt Reaſon is deny d ia that Addreſs to the 


Queen, where they affirm theſe Nonjurers to be Enemies er: fs to th 


rothe Pretender, and Friends to the d ucegſſion in the Pro. 
teſtant Line. And con ſequentliy, as I take it, it follows, 
(till they ſhall find out ſome third Reaſon, which ne- 
ver yet was, nor I preſume will be offered) that they 
as well as their Brethren in Scotland, refuſe the Oath 
of Abjuration, becauſe they conceive ſome things 
contained in that Oath inconſiſtent with that Politi- 
cal Principle of the Xu in Power, That Dominion us 
feunded in Presbytery, or in the Chriſtian Prince's pro. 
feſſing what they call the true Religion. 

am ſatisfied when the Presbyterjans of this King- 
dom are charged with this moſt dangerous Poſiti- 
on, they will gegerally diſclaim it, and perhaps very 
few, except thoſe who are entruſted with the Ar- 
cana Imperii, are appriſed of it: And therefore 1 
wou'd by no means be underſtood as if I charged the 
whole Body with this pernicious Principle; being per- 
ſuaded that Numbers, not only of the common People, but 
even of their Ruling Elder s, are ſtill ignorant of, and un- 
taunted with it; but at the ſame time I muſt affirm, that 
this Ignorance of fo great a Majority of the People, is 
no Security to the Publick againſt the natural Conſe- 
quences and dangerous Effects thereof, (if the Civil Go- 
vernment keep not a watchſul Eye upon the moſt A- 
Give and Factious of their Leaders,) becauſe it is to be 
preſum'd when ever theſe Directors ſhall think it ſea- 
ſonable to declare for this or any other of what they 
call the Prerogatives of Chriſt's Kingdom, they have 
Power to Spirit up their Feople f Fight the Lords 
Baitles (as they phraſe it) againfl the Uncovenanting 


Monarchy, as well as Antichriftian Prelacy ; and this 


Ar- 
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ArbitcaryPower of their Teachers and Elders is not to 


be wonder'd at, when we conſider that it is the natu- 
ral Reſult of their Scheme of Eccleſiaſtical Policy, by 


which the Independent Government of the Kir is com- 


pos d ofa Mixture of Lay and Spiritual Members, 
Veſted with equal Authority in all Points, of Doctrine, 
Diſaipline and Government. 
Now the Ruling Elders who claim this inherent 
Power deligated irom Chriſt himſelf, are made more 
or leſs in each Pariſn pro re nate, by which means it 
has always been concerted,” that when ever the Kirk is 
ripe for any Enterpriſe againſt Prelacy or Monarchy in 
Defence thereof; ſhe ſelects ſuch Ruling Elders, 
who are the moſt powerful and active, and who are 
Veſted with the greateſt Share of Propertyand Trade, 


and conſequently are beſt able to govern and direct 


the main Body of their People, to purſue any Enter. 


prize they ſhall call the Cauſe of Chriſt's King dom. 


Of this I cculd give many pregnant Inſtances, 
both Ancient and Modern, but will only trouble the 
Reader with one, too recent to be forgotten, too no- 
torious to be deny'd, eſpecially when ſupported by 
the Credit of ſo Worthy a Perſon as Mr. Samuel 
Waring of IW aringſtown, in his Letter to a Friend ; 
the Original of which I have; and the Authentick 


- 


Copy is as follows, v1Z. 2 


S IR. 


HAT I may ſu fil Nur Deſire, by giving you an 

Accc unt how he Diſſenters in my New hbour- 

hood, bihaved Thimſelves, when we were thieatned 
with an I: vaſion by the Pretender. Be pleaſed 10 


know, that upon an Allarm given of his bemg Lan- 
did | 


— 


3 


ded near Derry, none were more Zualons, and ready in 

ſetting Watch, and keeping Guard, than they, to prevent 
ſuch Diſorders as might happen at that time, by ill de- 
Signing Perſons paſſing through and diſturbing the Peace 
of the Conntry. | 

But when the Government thought fit to have the 
Kingdom Array d, and ſent Commiſſioners into theſe 
parts, ſome time after, it appear d that the Niſſen. 
ters had by that time been otherwiſe Inſtructed, for 
ſeveral who were ſo forward before, behav'd them- 
ſelves after a very different manner, ſome refuſing, 

and others with Reluttancy appearing upon the Array 
to be inliſted and ſerve in the Militia. 

This Behaviour ſurpriz'd me ſo much, that I took 
Occaſion to 7 ſeveral of them, over whom 1 
thong ht I had as much Influence as any other Perſon, 
and found them upon the common Argument of having 
their Hands tyed np by a late Alt of Parliament, &c. 
Whereupon I took ſome Pains to fhew the Act to them, 
and ſhew wherein they were miſlalen. I further preſt 
their Concurrence with us in procuring the common 
Peace and Security of our Country; and the they 

d convinc d by what I ſaid, yet I was given to un. 
derſtand, their Behaviour was according to the Jentt- 
ments of ſome Perſons whom they thought themſelves o- 
bliged to obſer ve or be directed by. 
wever, by conver ſing with ſeveral of the Diſſen- 
ters ſince that time, I find them abated of that ref atts- 
ry Temper, and appear better ſatisfyed with our Cauſe 
and preſent Poſture of Affairs: Theſe living about me 

are generally Tradeſmen, and of a fair Character, and 
as ſuch believe them con vint d, that it is their Intereſt, as 
_ well as Duiy, to contur and come into ſuch Meaſures 
45 will take off all Suſpicion of their being diſaffected 

G aſſured 
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20 
to our Conſtitution and Government; if otherwiſe, be 
afſured none ſhould be more Zealous in detecting them, 
than, 8 I R, Your, &c. Sam. Waring. 

From this Fact we may argue 4 Fortiorti, 
If the Presbyterian Teachers and Elders have 
Powet to Influence their Peop'e contrary to the Pro- 
teſſions of all, the Inclinations of a great Majority, and 
the Commands of the Queen, to be paſſive upon the 
Iavaſion of the Pretender, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
they are able to make them active in Defence of an 
avow'd Principle of the Kirk, which they make the 
main Pillar that ſupports the Throne of the Kingdom 
of Presbytery, and, which the Kirks of Scotland and 
Ireland have maintain'd, againſt ſo many of their 
Princes ſince the Reformation. 
Now I entreat the Reader ſeriouſly and can- 
didly to conſider. Mheiher from the whole Courſe of 
the preceding Arguments, theſe Concluſions do not natu- 
rally and evidently follow. SDN 
iſt. That where by the Laws of any State, the 
Prince is obliged to Conform to a Religion different 
rom that profeſſed by the Presbyterians; they (the Pres- 
byterians) muſt needs be ſubject only for Wrath, and not 
For Conſcience. = oa | 
2d. That where they have Power fufficient to throw 
off that Reſtraint, which is the only Foundation of 
their Submiſſion and Allegiance ,, they myſt be Obli- 
ged in Conſcience to aſſert what they think the Iuberent 
Right of the Kirk, againſt the Higher Powers. 
3d. That ic is inconſiſtent with the ſecurity of our 
preſent Conſtitution, both in Church and State, to 
truſt any ſhare of the Executive Power, Civil or Mi- 
kitary to Thoſe who maintain this pernicious Principle, 
That Dominion is founded in Presbytery; when wy a 
I | | ame 
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fame time, by the Fundamental Laws of theſe King- 
dome, The Prince is obliged to Con orm 10 the Church 
by Law Eſtabliſhed, 
I may perbaps, be Accuſed for the inſtoſenableneſ 
of this Undertaking, at a time,” when the Presbyters , Fat Pie. 
Ans are ſaid to Peſſeſs the North of Ireland: and face to his 
the Legiſlature, is threatned with the danger of prove-Pook of 
king their Multiludes. To this I Anſwer, It is py — 
manifeſt, the Intereſt of the Eftabliſh'd Church of Ire Animadverdy 
land, #s ffiil ſuperior to that of the Kirk, in all Gebr. paper ive. l 
and that the Power of the Government is, (God be sz. 
prais'd) able to Reſtrain any attempts, which they and 
their whole Confederates are able to make againſt our 
Conſtilution. It muſt however be allow'd, that for 
many Years, they have been making bold Advances to. 
wards a Parity of Power with the Church, till the 
Sacramental Teſt gave a ſeaſonable op to their En- 
eroachments, and made them Retire. a little, and loſe 
ground in our Corporations : But their repea : 
ted Attempts ſince, 10 Repeal that Laue, and to 
force themſelves into Civil and Military Truſt , under 
no leſs Menaces, than that of refuſing io tate Arms in 
defence of the Queen, and of giving up the Conformiſts 
to the mercy of the Iriſh Papilts, & . muſt be a general 
Excuſe for all Undertakings of this Nature, and con- 
vinces me not only of the ſeaſonableneſs,. but ne- 
cefſity. of Diſcovering their Folitical Principles, and 
the Inconſiſtency of them, with the ſafety of our Cy 
tulion, both in Church and State. - 
I am perſuaded this general Apology, will [atisfie all 
honeſt Chur chmen; but that I may convince, even the 
prejudic'd, that Iwas bound in Conſcience, to purſue this 
Work, I intreat them, if they are not abſolutely pre- 
determined againſt all convitFion; to conſider the na · 
ture 
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ture and tendency of the following Fact, with all its 
Cireamſftances, and then let me ſtand Acquitted, or 
Condemn'd, even by them. 

Theconfeſs'd Author of this Paper, and of ſom 

others of the ſame kind, is known to be the Efabh:ſb'd 
Miniſter of Belfaſt ; « place, which is the very Center 
ofthe Presbyterians of Ulſter,and where commonly their 
Provincial Synods are appointed to Meet. From thisSct- 
tuation Iam placed in a better View, to obſerve all the 
Excentrict and Irregular Movements of their Political 
Bodies, than any Clergyman of the Nation; and there. 
fore (ever. ſince my reſiding there) I have had a watch 
ful Eye upon the Proceedings of the Kirk, in theſe 

Aſſemblies, and thought my ſelf obliged to apprize 
tbe publick of any dangerous Advances the Kirk 
nught make towards erefting their Kingdom of Pres- 
bytery upon the Ruins of our Church. | 
In order to make my Political Calculations juſt, 
and ro form my Progneſticks of what may be, from 
what bas bren, I did for ſome time apply my felf, to 
diſcover the Arcana Imperis, The Secret Principles of 
Kirk Diſcipline, thoſe Springs by which they move 
their Wheels within Wheels, their Imperium in Im- 
perio; and to that End, have made à critical Enqutryinto 
the Proceedings of the Kirk, and the Acts of her Ge- 
neral A [emblies. mw 

Among the gſeſul Obſervations, collected from that 
courſe of Reading. I found this to be 2 landing Rule 
in the Political Government of the Kirk, viz. that when- 
ever any Enterprise of popular Reformation was inten- 
ded, the'General Aſſembly prepar'd the way,by ſending 
out what they call d' their e Warnings, to a- 
arm the People, andif poſſible to make them — 4 
rate in Fighting (whar they call'd ) rhe Lord's Batrtes, 
apanſ: Antichriſtian Prelacy. Of 


. 
> 
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Of theſe Murnilgs there are Three enter'd in the 


Records af the Kirk of Scotland, during in that Vid, Act. 


1643, the ſecond in 1645. both Calculated to 


fatal Interval betwixt 1638 and 1649. the fi: ſt in Ger. Aſemb, 
p. 274. 
Pe- 


rate their People againſt K. Charles the 1ſt. and the ib. p. 451 


chicd was ſent gut in 1649, to Oppoſe the Reſtauta- 
tion of K. Charles the 2d. 41 

It is certain theſe //arnings of the Kirk were 
the principal Engines which blew up the Flames of 
that Rebellion, and it is impoſſible to conceive in what 
manner they are charged with the Beeds of popular 
Rage and Cruelty; in ſo much, that I profeſs I 
could never read them without. the utmoſt Indig- 
nation and Aſtoniſhment, how ſuch artful and fan» 
cify'd Villany, could ever enter into the Heart of Man, 

Ithought it neceſſary to mention thus far of theſe 
Warnmgs, as Prefatory to a Fact, which is to plead 
my Excuſe for the Seaſonableneſs, if not Neceſſity of 
this Undertaking; and is as follows, 


During the time that I was in Search after theſe 
Practical Poſitions of the Kirk, there was a. Pro- 
vincial Synod held. at Bel/aſt, Anno 1712. where 
great Numbers of Teachers, Elders, &c. were ga- 
thered from all Parts. In the firſt or ſecond Day of 
their Seſſions, there was a Paper publiſh'd, and in an 
unuſual manner, call'd about that Town by Halters, 
which is a kind of Tranſcript of thoſe Saſonable Mar- 
nings of the Kirk of Scotland: Upon Enquiry, I 
found that it was printed at Belfaft by Mr. Blow, 
during the Seſſion of that Synod; that within the 


compaſs of two Days, be bad Diſpos d of two Im- 


preſſions; that Numbers of them had been drop d 
upon the High- way near Antrim, whether by De- 
"5" 


ſign 
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fign I cinnot fay, and was afterwards credibly tnform'd, 
that a certain Teacher had read it from his Pulpit, 
to thg Congregation ; and that in all Probability, 
the fame Method had been taken by the reſt. 
Now the Matter, the Form, and Manner, of 


publiſhing this Call, agreeing fo exactly with the 
Method which the Kirk of Scotland had taken in 
her Warnings, I thought it high time to Appriſe 
the Publick of the Danger of her Political Princi- 
ples, efpecially at a time, when fhe thinks it ſeaſona- 
ble to publiſh her Warnings and Calls, Calculated to 
Alarm and Ferrity the People, and to prepare them 
for any deſperate Attempt to which their Leaders 
ſhould direct them. . 


— — — 


An exatt Copy of the Serious Call, publiſ/4 at the 


Synod, ſittmg in Belfaſt, Ann. 1712. 


1. OU have formerly been call'd upon to the 
like Duty, and have complied with it; and 
that not without viſible Sueceſs: It is now thought 
highly ſeaſonable to renew the Call ; it is hoped you 
will not be more backward, when it is ſo apparent, 
that there is even greater need. It is ſcarce imagina- 
ble, how a profeſſing People ſhould ſtand more in 
need of Prayer, than we do at this Day. 
2. You were formerly beſpoke from that very per- 
tinent Text, Zech. viii, 21. The Inhabitants of one 
City ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to 
pray before the Lord, (or as the Marginal Reading 
more literally expreſſive of the Original Hebrew, is) 
| 1 continually 


J ; | 
continually (from Day to Day) to intreat the Face of 
the Lord. | 1 
3. According to this excellent Pattern, we of this 
City, (the Metropolis of our Land) think our ſelves 
obliged to call upon our Brethren in Great Britam 
and Ireland, at a time when our Hearts cannot but 
meditate Terrour, and our Fleſh trembles for fear of 
God, and we are afraid of his righteous Judy ments, 
thoſe paſt, being by the molt, too much forgotten, and 
the Signs of the Times foreboding Evil to come, be- 
ing by the Generality, very lirtle (if at all) regar- 
ded. We cannot therefore but rene our earneſt Re- 
queſt, that all who make Conſcience of ptaying for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem, who wiſh well to Sion, who 
would have us and our Poſterity, a Nation of Britiſh 
Proteſtants, and not of Popiſu Bigots, and French 
Slaves, would give us, {as far as Health, and real, 
and not pretended Neceſſity, will give Leave) a Mee- 
ting at the Throne of Grace, at the Hour above- 
mention'd, there to wreſtle with God for the turning 
away of his Anger from us, for our Deliverance from 
the Hands of his and our Enemies, for the turning 
the Councils of all Achithophels (at home and abroad} 
into Fooliſhneſs; for Mercy to the Queen and King- 
dom, for a happy Peace or a fuccefstul War, ſo long 
as that Matter ſhall continue undetermined) for ſeeu- 
ring the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the illuſtrious Houfe 
of Hanover, (by good or ill Wiſhes, to which the 
Friends and Enemies of our Religion and civil Rights 


aære fo eſſentially diſtinguiſhed) and eſpecially . for 


the Influences of Divine Grace upon the riſing Ge- 
neration, particularly the Seed ot the Righteons, that 
the Off- ſpring of our Chriſtian Heroes, may never be 
the Plagues of our Church and Country. 

4. And 


4. And, we defire that this. ſolemn. Prayer; may be 
begun the firſt Tueſday after ſight of theſe DER 
and continued, at leaſt, quis the Summer of this pre- 


ſent Year 1712. 
5. This we think a very modeſt, reaſonable, and 


aſt Requelt, ſuch as. ſhould not (on apy. Account) 
be denied us, ſince we are not laying a Burden on @+ 
thers, to which we will not (moſt willingly) put our 
own Shoulders, nay, indeed account it much more a 
Bleſſing than a Burden. 

6. We hope this will not be foam by ſerious 
Proteſtants (of any Denomination) a needleſs Step. 

much leſs do we feat heing Cenſut'd by any ſuch: as 
fanciful or melancholly, on account of ſuch a pro- 
poſal. We (with them) belicye a Providence, kaow 
and acknowlege, that our God is a God. hearing Pray- 
er; Scripgure; recordeth, and our own Age is not 
barten of Inſtances of God's working marvellous De« 
 liverances for his People, in anſwer. to humble, be- 
lievings importunate Prayer; eſpecially where Prays. 
ing and,Retorming go together ; which is what we. 
mean and deſire. Gd forbid, we ſhould; think f 
ſubſtituting ſolemn Prayer, Inſtead of ſpeedy thorough: 
Reformation: The Prayers that do not make us 
better, will do us no God. 

7. If any ſhauld maliciouſſy Cenſure or Condemn 
us of Seditious Intentzons, in this Undertaking, we 
can only appeal (and that, we thank God, we can hear- 
tily do) from their unrighteous, to the Divine, moſt 
Holy, and Righteous Tribunal, If there be any Bo- 
dy of Men who are more ſincere Lovets of out Queen 
and Country than we are, and have approved our 
ſelves to — we might even Venture to ſay, Let us 
periſh, Lord hear us not this Day. 


8. It 


8 It is very evident to all, who have any Acquain- | 


| tance with, or Experience in the things of God, or 
his ordinary Methods ot dealing with the Children 
of Men, and more eſpecially with a profeſſing Peo- 
ple, that if ever there was, there peculiarly now 15, 
great Need ot ſolemn extraordinary united Prayers, 
to be ſent up to Heaven, from all parts of our Land. 

9. Has God ever done more for any People, than 
he has done for us? And from whom has he met with 
worſe Return? And does not this call for Prayer ? 
Can we hope to be forgiven, without ſo much as 
asking? 

10. We have enjoyed a long Goſpel-Day, have 
we no Reaſon to fear an approaching Night? Our 
Brethren abroad have ſuffer d hard things, have wit- 
neſſed in Sackcloth, and many of them have been 
ffain for the Teſtimony of Jeſus: Is this nothing to 
us? Is it not a Warning ? Should it not ſtir up Im- 
portunity in Prayer, both for our ſelves and them? 

11. Have we not defiled our ſelves? Muſt we not 
be purged either by Prayer and Reformation, or by 
deſolating Judgments? Are not our Diviſions a ſad 
Preſage? May not God let in the common Enemy to 
unite tis, by mingling our Blood with our Sacrifices, 
that Blood which will mix in cur Streets, though it 
boiled with too much Heat while it ran in our Veins? 

12. How little Effect has there been of all our 
Endeayours for National Reformation ? which y.t 
muſt be effected, or (according to all ordinary ſtan- 
ding Meaſures of judging) we are a r#in'd People. 

13. How 1s the Holy Day of God profan'd a- 
mongſt us, ſolemn Aſſemblies lighted and negl. &ed, 
the Goſpel Miniſtry protan'd by ſome, deſpiſed by 
others; Baptiſm many ways polluted; the Holy 
I | T able 


Table made and Treated as contemptible ; and will 
not God (think we) viſit for theſe things ? Shall not 
his Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as we are? 

14. The open Scandals of Profeſſors have witneſſed 
to out Faces, that we are 4 God provoking People: 
Pride, Lying, Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Luxury, 
Negle& of Family-Religion, and the Degeneracy 
of the Of.spring of pious Anceſtors, &c. there has 
ſcarce been any end of out Provocations ; and how 
then (without extraordinary Repentance and Suppli- 
cation) can we look for any end of our Plagues? Can 
a Nation that will not be healed, think ſtrange if it 
be deſtroyed ? | Es 

15. What then can help: us. but the hearty Pray- 
ers.of true Believing, Reforming Penitents 7 Theſe 
may do much; We cannot poſitively ſay, whether 
they come too late to put by ſore Temporal Judgments-: 
But, this we way ſay, Theſe will do, if any thing 
will; and, however, let what will be the Event, as 


to the publick) the Sincere will, in this Method, 


deliver their own Souls, and their Labour ſhall nat 
be in vam in the Lord. 1 | 
16, Let, therefore this Council be acceptable to us 
in this Day. of the Church's. Calamity, and our com- 
mon Fears. Let us ſeek the Lord while he may be 
found, and call upon him while he is near; Let us 
humble onr ſelves under the mighty Hand of God; Let 
us go and pray unto cur God, and he will hearken unto 
us; we ſhall ſeek him, and find him, when- we ſearch 
for him with all our Hearts, Jer. xxix. 12, 13; 

17. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall 
proſper who love her. . 

And may Sion's Friends and Enemies both cry out 
with Wonder, when they. ſce the Work of God, _ 

hold 


hold they pray, what hath God wrought? Verily he 
is a God that judgeth in the Earth! 


p. 8. Ir is defir'd and hop'd, That if any are h'ndred from at- 
tending this Work at the above-mentioned Hour, will neverthe- 
leſs ſet apart an Hour weekly for it 


It is not eaſy for a common Reader to underſtand 
the nature of theſe Calls and Warnings, except he 
be acquainted with the peculiar Diction and Idionis 
of Kirk Oratory : And therefore I take it, that a 
Difionary to Explain the Flowers of Presbyterian 


Eloguence, is a Deſideratum which in ſome time I 


may publiſh for the Benefit of all ſuch who will be 
ſo curious as to Enquire into the Eccleſiaſtical Polity 


of Presbytery. In the mean time, will enter no far- 


ther into that Subject, than will be neceſſary to Ex- 
plain the foregoing Paper. | 


Paragraph It. It is ſcarce imaginable how a pro- 


Feſing People. 


When the Kirk in her Statu Turbato, Addreſſeès 
herſelf to the Civil Government, or to the Church 
Eſtabliſhed) ſhe ſome times Vouchſafes to call the 
Conformifis, her Proteſtant Brethren, but in her Statw 
Pacato; and when ſhe applies to her own Members, 


it is certain ſhe will ſcarce allow (the Conformiſes) 


the Appellation of Chriſtians, but rank them in the 
black Catalogue, with Atheiſts, Deiſts, Hereticts; 
&c. whillt at the ſame time, ſhe diſtiongutſhes her- 
ſelf by the Names of the Elect, the Godly, the Rem 
nant, and eſpecially by that of he Profeſfors, - or 
the Profeſſing People. | 3 

This 


This may ſeem a ſeyere Charge; and muſt be al- 
low'd as Malicious in me, if Falſe, as Uncharitable 
in them, if True : And therefore Iwill prove it, 
not from the wild Rapſodies of ſome of their En- 
thyſiaſts, but from publick Acts of the Kirks, both of 
Scotland and Ireland. 

I cou'd never look into the Warnings of the Kirk, 
without the higheſt Admiration, that it cou'd enter 
into the Hearts of Men, profeſſing ( hriſtianity, to 
conceive ſuch Virulent, J may ſay Diabolical Epi- 
thets as they give to thoſe they occaſionally call their 
Proteftant Brethren: Of theſe I cou'd give a Hun- 
dred Inſtances; but will now content my felf with 
Two or Three from the Acts of the General Aſſem- 
bly of Scotland; and as many from the Acts ot the 
Hnod in Ireland. 

It is now more than evident, ( ſays the General 
1 | AQsGeneral Afembih, to the Aſſimbhy of Devine i in England) to 
0 A. p15 all the Kirks of. Chriſt, with what 11placable Fury, 
4 and Heliiſb Rage, the Frelatical Party, the Cbilaren 
of Edom have adjoined to themſelves many Malignant 
Adherents of lime: ſer ving Atheiſts, &c. to whom the 
Morning Light of the Re lot mation, z5 as the Shadow 
of Des h, began to ſwallow up the Inheritance of the 
Lord, &c. 

Again, In a IId. Anſwer to the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines in Eng land, they tell them; We are con fi dent 
you will not cafe to give apublick 1 eftimony for Chriſt, 
F both agamſi 5Earics and all deducets, who Propheſie 
4 49. General Lies in the Name of the Lord ; and again Malig nanis, 
0 Allem p. 42. the Pre atical and Popiſh Factinn, who new beſtir them- 

I ſelves to hold upon the Rotie and 1 — Throne of 


Antichriſt, &C. 
In 


In one of the Seaſonable Warnings, they ſay their 
Danger proceeds from two ſorts of Enemies: if. Ad, C, 


it, Nom the Popiſh, Ptelatical and Malignant Faction, Ip. 275. 
n- who have diſplay d their Banners againſt the Lord, 
of and agam# his Chriii, in all the three Kingdoms ; 


being ſet on Fire of Hell, and by the eſpecial Inſpira- 
Iwill add to theſe, one vety remarkable In. 
ſtance in the Kingdom of Scotland, ſince the Rex. 
lutios;, And that is, That whew the Curer of the 
Rabiad Epiſcopal Minifters, were to be fupplyα by\ the 
General Aſſembly; the Perſons Commiſſion's "there. 
uto were ſent in theſe Terms, viz. To make an Offer 
of the Goſpel. In theſe very Words it was Propog'd, | 
Stated and Voted, 45 if Says my Author, theywere [ 
going 10 Convert Infidels ; Vid. Hiſtorical Relation of C S , 
the General Aſſembly, held at Edenburgh, in dhe Tear * 


Nor are the Precbyterians of Ireland leſs charge · 


able with this want of Charity, than their Brerhren- 
of Scotland; and the two following Inſtatces will let 
you know how fat. they allow the Prelatiſts to be 
Profe ſſor s, or a Profeſſing People, . * - © 

In che As of the General Aſſembly, p. 148. there 
is Reꝑiſtred a. Petition in this Form, v/2 From ſome Ad. 
Dy/trefſed i Profeſſors: in Ireland, & c. And what b. 142. 
they mean there by Profeſſors, ou may gather | 
from the Body of the Petition; when they ſay, That 
note in the nick of time, when the Sword of the Ene- 
my, making way for a more profitable Eutertamment 
of the-Goſpel, having alſo baniſh'd the Prelates and 
their | Followers,” &c. bath open d 4 fair Door 10 the 
Goſpel ;. you wow'd- take the Caufe of your Dunger 


Sifter 1hat hath no Breaſts, into your ſeritus Conſittr- 
K. ralion, 


————— 
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ration, &c. I deſite to know what Share of Goſpel 
Profe iſion they then allow /d the Prelatifls and their 
Followers, when their Baniſhment out of Ulfeer, 
had open'd a Gate that theſ: Goſpet Profeſſors might 
Enter ? | | re 


Another Inſtance is from, a 24. Petition of the Di- 


4 189. ſtreſſed Profeſſors, as they call themſelves, for a Miſ- 
ſion of Miifters : In which they ſay, Ia new Delay 


be procur d, the Prelates and their Faction may ftep in, 
who of they once ſball ſee us poſſeſs'd of our own Inheri 
fences, thoſe Canaanites dare not offer to thru#? us out. 


Paragraph IId. We of this City, the Metropolis of 


This Evaſion which ſeems intended to ſhelter the 
Authors, ſhould they be call'd to Account, is too groſs 
to paſs upon us; for ſuppoſing this Call was pu- 
bliſh'd ia Eqdenburgh, we find by the third Para- 
graph, it is to reach Ireland; and confidering the 
manner of it's Publication at Belfaſt, we may reaſo- 
nably conclude, That it was adopted by that Synod, and 


that it mut have had the ſame Effect upon the _ 
by 


44 if it bad been a Synodical Act, and ſubſcribe 
the Moderator of their Aſſembly. 


2 Parag. IIId. Peace of Jeruſalem, and wiſb well to 
5 


The General Aſſembly of Scotland in their Pub. 
lick Acts, confine Zery/alem aad Sion within the 


Circle 


Citcle of their own Prof ſſors. This is evidently done 
in this 34 Paragraph, and in the laſt, where by rhe 
-, Friends and Enemies to Sion, they manifeſtly intend 
t thoſe who are ſuch to Presbytery ; agreeable to this, 
in the Senſe of the Kirk, Chriſt's Kingdom is Pres- 
byterian Government, as if all other Se&s of Chri- 
ſtians were Antichriſtian Aliens and Rebels to the 
Kingdom of Chrilt. 


| | Parag. IIId. Achitophels at home and abroad. 


In this they ſeem to point directly at the Queen's 
pre ſent Miniſtry at home, and Her Plenipotentia- 
ties abroad. Achitophel we know was K. David's evil 
2 Counſellor; and this Chatacter they could not apply 
to the late Miniſtry, who then were not of her Council: 

That by the Achitophels abroad, they would inſinuate 

the Plenipotentiaries upon the Treaty of Peace, is ma- 

nifeſt, by what follows in the ſame Paragraph, by 

which they are to pray for a ſucceſs/ul War, ſo long 
as Matters ſhall continue undeter mined for ſecuring the 

| Proteflant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
noyer : When at the ſame time, that Illuſtrious Houſe 
had all the Security the Legiſlature could give. 


 Parag: IIId. Seed of the Righteous, Offspring of 
our Chrifiian Heroes, &c. | 


7 By Heroes here, are meant in general, thoſe who 

in the Rebellion of Forty One, were the Leaders in 
Fighting what they call the Lord's Battles, againſt ; 
Antichriſtian Prelacy and Uncovenanting Monar- 
chy : And by the Seed of theſe Righteons Heroes, is 
intended 


—— — = 
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zutended their Poſterity. It is not at all to be admir'd,. 
that the Diſſenters of Ireland ſhould look with Terror 
upon that Seed of the Righteous, when fo many of em 
have diſcovet d the dangerous Schiſth of their Separa- 
tion, have joined in Communion with our Church by . 

Law Eftabliſh'd, and are as zealous Conformiſts 
at this Day, as any in our Nation. Of this de- 
nerate Of spring of the Righteons, we have many 
re mai kable Inſtances in Clſter, in ſo much, that I take 
it to be a Political Maxim, that the Monopoly of 
Trade concerted by. the Chriſtian Heroes of this pre. 
ſent Generation, will in the End prove the Plague of 
the Kirk, (as theſe Divines ſeem to preſage,) when that 
Wealth,. which has Blinded the Eyes of theſe Pro- 
ſeſſors in acquiring, ſhall be applyd to open the 
Eves of their Children, by a Liberal Educatton. 


If by the Riſing Generation, they intend the Sue. 
ceſſion in che Prozeſtant Eine, as they feem do do, 
I join. from my Heart in that Prayer, a8 F am 
perſwaded all my Brethren of the Clergy of the- 
Eſtabliſn'd Church will, and that with greater Sin- 
cerity, than they who dare ſupport thoſe Teachers 
who refuſe the Oath of Abjuration ; and I cannot but 
obſerve, if they do mean that Iilaftrious Houſe, by 1he- 


9 Riſing Generation, that it is hard they flrould not 
= dire& the. People to pray for the ſame Influence of 
'% Divine Grace upon hs . but to pray only that 
4 the Lord may have Mercy won her, ant turn the 
s Councils of ber Minhers, whom they make her l. 

4 he: 6 a Wo 
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Fang Xih. We have exjuy'd 4 4 long Goſpel. Day, &c. 


By 2 Goſpel- Day. the Kirk underſtands 4 free 
Exerciſe of their Religion, in Doctrine, Diſcipline and 
Government, and this the Kirk of Ireland has enjoy'd 
ſince the Revolution, in a greater Latitude than evec 
was allow'd to any Sec of Chriſtians diflering from 
an Eſtabliſh'd National Church. 


- Aa 
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After the Expoſition of theſe Terms and Phraſes, in 
= to give the Reader a further Piew into the De- 
gn of this Call, T am to inform him, That the Pres- 
teriars who diſprove all Cet. Forms of Prayer, do 
15 aw certain Heads or Topics for Prayer, which they 
call their Ditectory. Upon theſe Heads the Teachers 
and Elders are to enlarge, under the Notion of not 
| ftinting the Spirit ; and to ſuch Extemporary Effu- 
frons, the Hearer is tyed down: However they may be 
tinctur d with the various Tempers, Nations, and even 
Indiſpoſitions of the Bodies or Minds of theſe Orators. 
This being premiſed, the Reader may oblerve ths 
Call to be a kind of Directory for Prayer, upon which 
theſe Goſpel Proteflors are to enlarge, according 
as their Hopes or Fears ſhall give them utterance. 
Lhe Heads of this Directory ſumm'd up in the 
3d Paragraph, are : | 
1ſt, That the Lord may Iurn the Conncils of the 
Achitophels at home and abroad, into Fooliſhneſs. 
2dly, That the Lord may have mercy upon the 
Queen. . 
Note, That there is not one Word more in this 
Direct) relating to her Majeſty. 
3dly, That the Eſpecial Influences of Divine 
Grace * deſcend * the Riſing Generalion, - 
Ahl 
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- 4thly, For a happy Peace or a ſucceſsful War, 0 
long as the matter ball continue undeter mined, for 
ſecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 1 
It may be asked, What the dead Letter of this 
Directory ſignifies, or what Effeft it can have in 
Fermenting theſe weekly Wreſtlers, if ſome Leaven 
be 9's thrown in o work upon the Paſſions of the 
People ? OTA. OP 
To this 1t is anſwer'd, That whoever will peruſe 


the whole, will find that Leaven ſo artfully diſpers'd, 


thro' almoſt every Paragraph ; that this Call to Pray- 
cr, may prove an Alarm to Rebellion, if the Go- 
verament have nota watchful Eye upon theſe Wie- 
ſtlers for a National Reformation. 
What can be conceived more artfully Calcula- 
ted, to inflame a People who are by their Principles 
ſo ready to take fire, than what they are told in this 
Ca'l? Viz. 9 W 
It is ſcarce imaginable bow a profeſſing People ſhould 
ſtand more in need of Prayer, than they do at this day, — 
at a time whin their Hearts cannot but meditate Ter- 
ror, and their Fleſh tremble for fear of God —. Be- 
cauſe of the Times fore-boading evil to come, — and that 
if ever there were, there peculiarly now ts, great need 
of ſolemn, extraordinary, united Prayers, to be ſent up 
to Heaven from all parts of our Land, — having now 
Reaſon to fear an approaching Night after a long Go- 
Apel. Day. inſomuch, that if a National Reformation 
be not effected, they are aruin'd People, &c. 
Are not theſe terrible Boadings and Warnings, which 
repreſent the Kirk in the very Pangs of Death, and 
doom'd to an utter Extirpaticn ? What Effects muſt 
theſe Groans of the Kirk have upon the People, 
when conveyed into their Minds in Prayer, and 
1 : improved 
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improved by the Sighs and Tears, and by the di- 
ſtorted Faces of a Gifted Profeſſor ? And, what 
can the Deſign of this be, but to prepare the People 
for ſome Enterprize, in Favour of the Kirk ? 

Ic is certain, that when the Ark arrives to that Ple. 
nitude of Power, which ſhe claims as inherent, 
| ſhe is bound to no Prince, but as he cc-operates with 
her towards a thorough Presbyterian Reformation; 
and ir 1s as Certain, that ik their Leaders tell them 
this or that Prince will beſt anſwer the Ends of their 
Covenants, they muſt declare for him, being by Prin- 
ciple bound to no other Allegiance, than as they 
think it ſubſervient to the Government of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, committed to their Teachers and Elders, 
acting in Aſſemblies. 


In the 7th Paragraph of this Call, they diſcover a 
Jealouſie, that the Publiſhers thereof will be ſuſpe- 
cted of Seditious Deſigns; and to juſtify themſelves, 
they fay they can appeal to the Tribunal of God, 
and may venture to ſay, May they periſh, &c. if they 
be not ſincere Lovers of their Queen and Country, &c. 
Tho! God is the ſercher of Hearts, yet one Man 
may fairly judge of the Intentions of another: And, 
when a Man's Actions ſeem directly contrary to his 


5 Profeſſions, we muſt judge ſuch Profeſſions contrary 


to his Intentions. | | 

The Reader may judge how far this ſincere Love 
to their QUEEN and Country, is conſiſtent with 
that Directory of Prayer, and with their Inſinuatiag 
the impending Ruin of their Kirk under the Qaten's 
Admiaiſtration: And, if we add to this the Coun- 
tenance and Support given to their Non - juring Tea- 
. Chers; and their reſuſing to tate Arms in defence 


of 
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Ws Ahe rn and RB upon tie kus FS the 
1 Pretender, it will be more difficult to e O42 
11 Profeſſions and Practices. REP 

1 If we may judge of theſe Goſpel-Profeſſors by 
bits thoſe Chriſtian Heroes who liv'd in the former Re- 


. bellion, we ſhall be fo far from giving Credit to their 
Expreſſions of Love and Loyalty to their Prince, 
that we mult ſuſpe& them moſt when they begin 

- P. to be protuſe in {ich Profeſſions, and they who will 

Pl 1:4... 0e at the pains to look into the As of the Kir“ in 

_ the fatal Interval betwixt 38 and 60. will find 100 

rr Inſtances of theſe Inconſiſtencies, in their groſs 

| Prevarication with the King, and may judge with what 

| I E's, Juſtice they are charged by the Royal Martyr,” with 

having Jacob's Voice, but the rough Hands of Eſau. 

Mie Cle. And by my Lord Clarendon, That they gave the King 

BR. in $50, (bow fung h and undutiful ſoe ver their Actions wefe,) 
1 V. P. 155. os £ood 3 ſubmiſſive Words 4 can be imagin'th * 


4 
? 
«F. 


5 4 For fill they cry d they love the King, 
bees Bals: And made boaſt of their Innocence: 
13 There cannot be ſo vile a thing, 
} x | But may be colaur d with Pretence. 


| 74 From this 4ccount of the Serious Call, publiſh'd at 
18 Bell aſt, the Reader may Judge, whether an Enquiry 
| 9K ino the Political Principles of Pres>ytery is ſeaſonable. 
78 They now behmis call their People; we are next to ex- 
4 | pet? they'll ſound the Trumpets from their Watch- 
94 


Towers; and then beware if the old Watch - Word, 
Wear. Reviv d, To jour Tents, zo your Tents, O 
rae] 


FINIS. 
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